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"Smal | towns have sonething that suburbs and big cities cannot possess,
by nature of their size: In a snall town a person has a greater chance
of actually naking a difference," says John M Schultz, author of
"Boont own USA: The 7 and 1/2 Keys to Small Success in Small Towns."

Schultz's book dissects the workings of smaller towns, and focuses
on what residents can do to make their comunity a "w nning" one.

It is a subject Schultz has quite a bit of authority on,
consi dering he owns the Agracel Incorporation, known as the "Can Do"
Conmpany, who deals with industrial devel oprent.

Thursday, Cct. 27 will be the day Schultz |l ends his know edge to
Bl ackford County, speaking at the next 4 Bl ackford County neeting.

The conmmunity retreat will take place at the Lake Pl acid Conference
Center, 397 S. 200 E. in Hartford City. There will be a conplinentary
buffet dinner at 5:30 p.m, after which Schultz will give his
presentation.

Resi dents are able to dedicate the time toward bettering Bl ackford
County, thanks to a grant given by the Lilly Endownent that allows
conmunity | eaders to teamwith Wnning Conmunities, Inc., a conmunity
pl anni ng consul ti ng conpany.

"I have been inpressed with the determnation and spirit of the
peopl e of Bl ackford County, because they already have their sleeves
rolled up and are ready for action," said JimDittoe, president of
W nni ng Communities, Inc.

"The visionary process is nost valuable for Blackford County
because it s not a study, but an action plan. W have had nore than 100
peopl e fromthroughout Bl ackford County who have generated specific
ideas fromidentified goal areas, which we will flesh out during this
process so that practical results will occur."

The 4 Bl ackford County meeting on Cct. 27 is open to all citizens
of Blackford County. To nmake a reservation please contact the Hartford
City Chanber of Commerce by calling 765-348-1905.



