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The county comrunity is urged to attend Wednesday neeti ng.

BY KEVIN LI LLY
Phar os- Tri bune busi ness writer

If preparation is key to grow h and econom ¢ expansi on, the people of Pul ask
County are setting thensel ves up for a prosperous future.

Several Pul aski County organi zati ons and community | eaders have enbarked on a
vi sion-setting process with the intentions of acconplishing specific
comunity-oriented goals. The county has received a $25, 000 pl anni ng grant
called 4community fromthe Indiana Association of United Ways, from funding
provided by Lilly Endownent, Inc.

"As our community continues to change, we feel a strong need to devel op a
consensus about the future," said Marita Gisel, president of the United Fund
and chair of the 4community steering conmittee. "It is inportant to bring a
variety of people together to identify and examine the issues we will be
facing. "

Gisel said she wants to use the nobney to pronote a sense of comunity. The
potential for growth throughout the county has sparked the interest of many
of its residents. A series of studies and projects over the last two years as
well as input fromthe public will all be brought together Wdnesday to begin
formulating a plan for the future.

The public is urged to attend the 6:30 p.m neeting Wednesday at the Pul aski
County Hi ghway Garage at 1131 N. U S. 35. It will be an open forum for
exchangi ng i deas.

JimDittoe, president of Wnning Conmunities, Inc., who has |ed goal -setting
efforts in other conmunities throughout Indiana, will facilitate the process.

Dittoe said the county's assets, chall enges and opportunities will be
hi ghl i ghted during the di scussion

After the nmeeting, the steering conmittee will nake recomrendati ons that will
include a tinmetable, costs and resources needed, and the appropriate groups
or organi zations that will be responsible. Findings will be reported to the
conmunity. The steering conmittee hopes to have input fromas nany people as
possi bl e during the process. They anticipate that the endeavor will take four
nont hs.

"After we create the goals and objectives, it is very inportant to put into
pl ace an action plan to acconplish the findings," said Gisel. "This is not a
study that will sit on the shelf. W will acconplish things!"

Kevin Lilly may be reached at 722-5000, Ext. 5117, or via e-mail at
kevin.lilly@harostribune.com



